
Small Farm Outreach Program



About Us

The VSU Small Farm Outreach Program (SFOP) was established in 1986 as a pilot project 

with 5 staff and became a program in 1991. Since then it has grown to over 35 staff, 

including Program Director, Assistant Director, Field Coordinator, Regional and State 

Program Assistant, Hispanic Coordinator, Veteran Coordinator, Program & Grant 

Coordinator, Administrative Assistant, Field Tech, & Student Interns. 

Our Mission:

The Mission of SFOP is to provide Outreach, Training and Technical Assistance to small, 

limited resourced, socially disadvantaged, veteran and beginning farmers and ranchers, 

so they can make informed decisions about their farm operations.



SFOP Territories Map



Our Sponsors

SFOP is supported by our partnering agencies through grants and Cooperative Agreements.



Our Partners

Black Family Land Trust

Brunswick Farm To Families

Farmer Veteran Coalition

Happily Natural Day

Minority Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont

Petersburg League of Urban Growers

PlantSwitch

Southside Produce Growers Association

The Tennie Group

Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe

VA Soil Health Coalition

VT Center for Food Systems and Community 

Transformation



Mobile Education Unit
Highlighting various agricultural 
enterprises in Virginia 

Contact:

Cartelius Travis—coamobileedu@vsu.edu

Phone: 804-524-2551

mailto:coamobileedu@vsu.edu?subject=Reservation


Fully Automated High Tunnel 

Production System

• Automated Systems for Power, Water & Ventilation

• Alternative Energy Systems & Storage

• Water Collection & Storage Solutions

• Back-Up Power Systems

• Applied Economic & Agronomic Data Research

• Potential for Scalability & Increased Efficiency

• Technology and Training Initiative



Drone Technology

We train farmers on the benefits of using drones to take 

aerial photos that detects problems areas on the land, 

and use findings for spot applications or targeted 

actions.

Contact:

Tim Sexton—tsexton@vsu.edu, 804-524-1028

mailto:tsexton@vsu.edu


Mobile Processing Unit

Contact:

Dahlia O’Brien—dobrien@vsu.edu, 804-524-6963

mailto:dobrien@vsu.edu


The Cattle Project

Contact:

Alston Hilliard—ahilliard@vsu.edu, 804-731-5175 

mailto:ahilliard@vsu.edu


Farmers Markets

Contact:

Theresa Nartea—tnartea@vsu.edu, 804-524-5491 

mailto:tnartea@vsu.edu


Our Quarterly 

Newsletter reaches 

over 5500 people.



A sample of the types of workshops offered by the Small Farm Outreach Program.



We provide ongoing training, technical assistance and farm demonstrations.



Annual Conference and Bus Tours



Small Farm Resource Center
vsusmallfarms.com

With special funding from the Virginia Department of Health and Community Development, VSU 
Small Farm Outreach Program has developed the Small Farm  Resource Center (SFRC). It is a website 
designed to provide Virginia’s small and beginning farmers with a single place for comprehensive 
information about resource development that may help make their businesses more profitable and  
successful. The SFRC is intended to serve as a hub for all information pertaining to small farm 
agriculture in the commonwealth.

https://vsusmallfarms.com


Contact:

William Crutchfield, Program Director

wcrutchfield@vsu.edu, (804)524-3295

Learn more about us at:  www.ext.vsu.edu · vsusmallfarms.com 

mailto:wcrutchfield@vsu.edu
http://www.ext.vsu.edu/
http://vsusmallfarms.com
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